US Orienteering (O') 1941-71 History Interview Notes, 1982

Jim "Yogi" Hardin, in-person interview, 1982, Don Davis & Dave Linthicum

Jim said he worked at first under PFA Director George Otott.  [[The April 8, 1967 edition of Commanders Digest (DoD, Wash., DC), on p. 2, online, reports that "Maj. George Otott, USMC commandant of the newly-created Marine Corps Physical Fitness Academy, Quantico Virginia" received from the US Jaycees a "$1,000 grant to three of this country's top physical fitness leaders" at an April 3 event where "William McNamara, DoD sports coordinator" was "presented...a special plaque.]]  In 1982, Hardin said that Bill McNamara [[1921-2016, CISM Chief of Information from 1962, D-Day Omaha Beach vet, WWII Stars & Stripes publisher, and savior of Gadsby's Tavern in Alexandria, had traveled to Europe to observe the CISM military athletic/ military competitions (which included O') and made the original recommendation for Otott to look into O'.  "McNamara probably knew Bjorn Kjellstrom, probably introduced Bjorn to Otott."  

Bjorn recommended that Otott send someone to the now-famous October 22, 1967 Guelph, Ontario annual O' meet and clinic directed as always by Sass Peepre, and that year, the first Ontario O' Championships.   Otott sent Hardin.  There, Jim said he was "an observer only".  He had dinner and stayed with Peepre and was "amazed at the cross-section  of people having fun at orienteering", unlike the "chore" that land navigation was for most marines.  He "believed that change was necessary" for the marines.  He met Harald Wibye who invited the marines up to Valley Forge in two weeks; Jim said the he and some of his staff did a van overnighter there where he finished dead last [[confirmed by results from that first public US O' event Nov. 5, 1967.]]

 Jim brought back with him from Guelph an O' movie [[2026:  available online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYlUTX1wiNY is a different movie, 1968 release date, entirely filmed at the 1967 Guelph event with unidentified cameos from Sass and Bjorn, by Crawley Films; the Canadian Frank Crawley won the 1976 Oscar (US Academy Award) for best documentary ("The Man Who Skied Down Everest".]]

Discussed at length in this 1982 interview was the Jan.-March,1968 production by Foto-Kart (Norwegian company producing O' base maps from aerial stereo images via photogrammetry) and Harald Wibye of the first O' map at Quantico.  The area (now usually called Chopawamsic) was generally referenced as the "OCS" (Officer Candidate School") area.  The "brig", yet to be built there in 1968 on the edge of that map, by 1982 housed John Hinckley who just months earlier had attempted to assassinate Reagan.  The Quantico PFA's first O' event of any type (July 12, 1968) had its start-finish inside what would become that brig's compound.]]  Jim said that, prior to this map, any practice done by the PFA marines was on the "1:25,000 scale Quantico military map."

Jim said that Wibye, who he had met in Guelph in October, when the map was done (March 1968), then "came down for a couple days, long before the July meet, and laid out the first course ever to be run at Quantico."  Hardin put out feelers to all units to drum up attendance for the July event.
Hardin reported that "Bjorn came down a lot, trying to sell compasses" but also paying $700 for map printing costs, and that he presented awards at the July meet.

Jim said that he left his post as PFA Asst. Director in Sept. 1968 and that the July event was the only one held during his tenure.

Bob Shoptaw, taped interview by Quantico's Don Davis, 1982

Bob took over from Jim Hardin as the PFA Assistant Director in Sept. 1968.  [[Many of his quotes from this interview are on pages 9 & 49-55 of the "Quantico Story" in the Nov. 1982 Special Issue of Orienteering USA and are not repeated here.]]

Bob felt that the Marine Corps' Physical Fitness Academy (PFA) at Quantico was a "wholesome forerunner" that "established the environment" for the development of O' in an era of widespread negative sentiments toward the military.  Orienteering was ideal for honing skills at "decision-making under duress."  He reported that Brig. Gen. Leonard Fribourg was eager to have the Marine Corps able to "lay claim to pioneering this sport" in the U.S.  [[[A WWII, Korea, & Vietnam vet, Fribourg was the technical advisor on the "Sands of Iwo Jima" 1949 film and the Commandant of the Marine Corps Reserves from 1970.  He helped start Toys for Tots.]]

Regarding the 1971 founding of USOF, Bob recalled the reservations about the marines leading the effort expressed by Bjorn Kjellstrom who thought "it would set progress back." Bob credited Ken Wilkinson, the head of map-reading instruction at the marine Basic School at Quantico for "getting O' going there."  He credited Colin Kirk, Jack Lee, and Jack Geddes from Canada as "being most helpful."

Bob noted that the 1971 PFA paper on the value of O' and its history at Quantico by Velasquez would be Ray's final paper.  Bob noted that the first of many "Ray Velasquez Memorial" events at Quantico (the Nov. 6-7, 1971 North American Championships), Ray's mother and wife attended, and the event was "kicked off by General Fields" [[WWII, Korea, and Vietnam vet Lt. General Lewis J. Fields, Commanding General, Marine Corps Development and Education Command 1968-70, retired and living in Fairfax, Va. in 1971.]]
 
Bob noted that while the origin of USOF is rightfully credited to the US Marine Corps, in the mid-1970s it was "kept alive" administratively, a "thankless job", by the Athens, Ohio orienteers.  He concluded by referencing his wife and saying that "Carol and I will be forever married to that sport."
   

Bjorn Kjellstrom, phone interview by Dave Linthicum, March 27, 1982

[[Nearly everything Dave recorded from this interview are on pages 10-11, 58-62 of "Bjorn"" in the Nov. 1982 Special Issue of Orienteering USA and are not repeated here.]]  Bjorn did comment on how terrain has impacted orienteering development, saying, regarding much of the mid-U.S., "You can't orienteer on the prairies" and stated that, overall, Canada had better terrain.  "The States are large; it's a varied country" terrain-wise.  "Terrain is a handicap in some areas of the States" though "there are large areas that are good, however."

Insofar as the founding of the Canadian O" Federation, Bjorn recalled that there were some "personal problems, but nothing big" between Peepre in Ontario and the Skenes in Montreal; "some people wanted to be the first."

Regarding O' in the Olympics, Bjorn commented that it was "not necessary; O' will survive anyway, whether or not it is in the Olympics."  He did note in 1982 that it "supposedly would help in communist countries, and might help in others."

Wibye, Kjellstrom, Peepre, & more through the lens of Per Stensby:

Per wrote reports to the Norwegian Orienteering Federation in both 1959 (when he moved to the U.S.) and 1967 on the status of the sport in the U.S.  He also had extensive files and correspondence regarding orienteering.  They were in part transcribed by hand in 1982, below, by Dave Linthicum, with permission.  Per Stensby (1931-2020) was by then living in North Carolina.  He was a translator at the embryonic International Orienteering Federation conference in Sweden in 1959 and made trips to and from Sweden and Switzerland in 1949 to promote the sport.  In the 1960s he lived for some time in New City, NY, on the lower Hudson's west side. 

In 1967-68, Per communicated often with his fellow countryman Harald Wibye. Others also wrote often during this period, when previously disjunct O' communities began coalescing.  On Sept. 25, 1967, Professor Alex "Sass" Peepre in Guelph, Ontario wrote about his upcoming clinic on Oct. 22 to Stensby and mentioned that "Silva doesn't deal with competitive Orienteering ("O'").  In an Oct. 3 reply, Per described that his work helping to arrange the first Swiss OL (orienteering) competitions was "what Harald is starting here" [[Harald organized the first five competitive O' events in the Montreal area.]] 

Bjorn Kjellstrom wrote an Oct. 23, 1967 letter to Harald in Norwegian. The same day he wrote to Per Stensby, saying that "it was nice to meet you in Guelph" (the day before) and that he had gotten a letter from Wibye just before he left for Guelph.  They had agreed that there was a need for a U.S. O' Federation, but that there should be at least two clubs.  Bjorn wrote that he maybe could make Wibye's Nov. 5 meet down in Pa. (he couldn't.)  Bjorn said that he had agreed to help with U.S. O' participation in Swedish O', and that everyone "must drive hard now" within the sport.

 In an Oct. 25, 1967 letter to Stensby, Wibye asked if he knew of any other active orienteers in the U.S.  By November Harald had 80 names on an O' mailing list. 

In a Nov. 22, 1967 letter to Stensby, Bjorn Kjellstrom wrote that it appears that Wibye is finding it harder to get "real O'" going in the US than Canada.  Bjorn blamed the US terrain, that it was harder to get permission to use land for O', and wrote that his years of struggle in both the U.S. and Canada emphasizing compass use and games, he has met with great success, primarily in youth organizations and youth summer camps, though with some schools, and that this is a "foundation for real O'".  Kjellstrom mentioned that  he had in the late 1940s gotten a "group" interested in "real O'" in Montreal, but it died out.  Bjorn wrote that, while Harald had tried to get support from SOFT (the Swedish O' Federation), "the buck was mostly passed to Silva" which paid for the U.S. to be a "corresponding member" of the International O' Federation (IOF) starting in 1967.  He added that to his knowledge at that time there was not a single Swedish emigrant in the US in contact with him or his Silva company. 

In this Nov. 1967 letter, Bjorn opined that he had gotten "further with real O' than you realize in its wider meaning" even though there was "no organized O'" in the U.S.  Kjellstrom wrote that "O' competition is not the most important part of the program" but just part of added "spices"... and "not the aim of his work."  It's the same in Scandinavia, Bjorn wrote, with "hikers, hunters, scouts, mountaineers who are never in a real O' race."   His "spade work" was more important than a few "official races" and that his book "is primarily promotion for our types of compasses." 

In a lengthy Dec. 5, 1967 letter to Per, Wibye urged participation of the U.S. in the WM (World Orienteering Championships) in Sweden in 1968.  He wrote of perhaps trying to start a Pennsylvania O' Association or "perhaps even an American O' Association."  Harald included a proposed list of 10 O' meets in 1968 in the greater Philadelphia area, including one night event and a "District Championships" on October 20, 1968.  

Wibye wrote on Dec. 5 that Elk Neck, Md. and French Creek State Park, Pa. were "expected" to be used for orienteering.  [[Both were, the latter from 1970, becoming one of the most heavily used U.S. O' venues.]]  Wibye identified Blue Mountain Reserve in Bjorn's neighborhood on the lower Hudson Valley (east side) as possibly the best orienteering area in southern New York state, and sent copies of the USGS map there (and West Point and Quantico) to Per.  Stensby noticed that Harald's wife Inga competed but also handled registration (at least for the Dec. 10, 1967 Wibye event attended by Per, where he noted that a late fee doubled the normal fees.)

Kjellstrom wrote to Stensby on Dec. 27, 1967 regarding Harald and Per's visit to West Point on the 16th.  (Per's daughter was born later on Dec. 16!)  Bjorn went on to describe the Peepre-Quebec friction.  Quebec was "cocky, with no Scandinavian to replace Harald" (who said in 1968 that he had left the Montreal O' Club in the capable hands of Pat and Chris Skene and John Charlow.  Wibye said (in a Jan. 5 letter) that he had taught O' to the Charlows.)  On the other hand, Peepre was "not cooperative."  Quebec had three good maps.  In Ontario, he wrote, they place "too much faith in what John Disley wrote" and said.  There is nothing about maps in Disley's book." 

On Jan. 5, 1968, Wibye wrote that he was to go to Quantico.  On Jan. 13 a letter from Harald reflected on his and Stensby's "not very encouraging" Dec. 16 meeting with Col. Kobes at West Point , despite Kobes and other West Point leaders having been to European O' events.  That day at West Point they were spectators at a West Point-style intramural modified Score O'-style meet to some of 64 permanent controls in a small area and cadets going out in teams (mostly or possibly always pairs, never solo.)  Wibye wrote that the orienteering was done "only to improve cadets' conditioning"  he wanted to bring Kjellstrom to West Point.

In the Jan. 5 letter, Harald mentioned that the Stackpole publishing company was interested in helping to get magazine and newspaper publicity for orienteering; Wibye expressed concern that he could "step on Bjorn's toes, but that's me!"

 A Wibye letter to Stensby on Jan. 26, 1968 announced that Jim Hardin at Quantico had accepted Harald's offer to do a map there utilizing the Foto-Kart company in Kongsberg, Norway.  Regarding the same for Ward Pound Ridge Reservation in NY, Harald praised the terrain and Bjorn's offer to fund the map there, as the 1965-68 Kjellstrom annual event there on just a copy of the USGS map was "playground O'" (compass games) and hikes to locations, not competitive orienteering.

In a Jan. 31 letter, Harald wrote that, regarding the Ward Point Reservation map, "Bjorn needed to have the photogrammetric base map procedure explained" and had "suggested Boy Scouts as field checkers" for the map.

On Feb. 2, 1968, Alex "Sass" Peepre wrote a "bug off" letter to Harald Wibye, writing that his work in Montreal was a "disservice to the sport."  On Feb. 16, 1968, Wibye wrote to Bjorn mentioning that he had gotten an unpleasant letter from Peepre and thanking Kjellstrom for the free (non-working, oversized?) instructional Silva compass.  In that letter, Harald reported that he would receive aerial photos from Quantico on Feb. 19, get them to Foto-Kart in Norway which promised a two week turnaround for a finished base map in March.  Wibye then "will go down" to Quantico and place controls, field check the map, writing that it is "possible to make a proper O' map in the U.S."


On Feb. 22, Harald had done a radio program to promote orienteering in the Philadelphia area, from midnight to 12:30 a.m., live!  Stensby also attended and won Harald's March 10, 1968 O' event.  In a March 15 letter to Per, Wibye proposed a "Pa. O' Assoc." backed by the Buck Ridge Ski Club from whom he had been receiving much support; he had sent O' "PR" to "various" club newsletters.
  
On March 30, Wibye gave an O' talk to about 50 representatives of the American Youth Hostel (AYH) organization in New Haven, Ct., likely instigated by a Feb. 1968 AYH "Share" national newsletter article on O' and the Philadelphia AYH Council's adoption of O'.  He described the AYH gathering as worthwhile, with attendees from all over the northeast US, Chicago, and elsewhere, and that everyone went to a dance and had a good time that evening. 

Wibye coordinated the Foto-Kart (Norway) production of the photogrammetric O' base map of Ward Pound Ridge, NY, with Bjorn funding that $416 cost.  An example of part of that map was sent out with entry information for that April 20, 1968 event.  Wibye had unsuccessfully written to Per in an effort to get him to help field check that map; the base map would be received from Foto-Kart in "just a week or two".  Wibye wound up field checking just trails and what he called a "temporary edition" was used for the event.

Stensby remembered Wibye's 1968 O' course setting contest on a Milford, Pa. USGS quad, with a 50 cent entry and prizes for the top three (compass, key chain).  Paul Fritschi of Switzerland won, with another Swiss 2nd, a Quebec orienteer third, legendary Olympian and orienteering book author John Disley 5th, and Brenda Meredith from the Philadelphia area 7th.  Disley had "introduced O'" at "Sass" Peepre's first Guelph, Ontario O' clinic in 1965. 

In a letter to Wibye dated April 27, 1968, Bjorn Kjellstrom wrote that "It is still a long way to go, but I have a strong feeling that suddenly it (O') will catch on."  
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