MID- PATUXENT HISTORY EXCERPTS 
from the Mid-Patuxent Estuarine Ecosystem Map, researched & written by Dave Linthicum, 1995.  Reviewed, updated, 2026 (DL) 

The numbers below are keyed to circled red numbers on the map.

1.  The Patuxent River, 115 miles in length, begins near the Frederick, Carroll, Montgomery, and Howard County quad-point 69 miles upstream from here (Hills Bridge, Pennsylvania Ave. (Rt. 4) at the southeastern corner of the Compton-Bassett property where Hill family members lived from 1699 to 2010.)  The rare 18th century private Catholic chapel and 1783 house and property were acquired by M-NCPPC in 2003.
  
Tidewater extends six miles upriver from here to near Queen Anne.  The watershed includes urbanized and agricultural areas such as most of Howard County’s Interstate 70 corridor, Columbia, Ft. Meade, Laurel, Crofton, Davidsonville, and parts of Damascus, Olney, Lanham, Forestville, and District Heights.

The last sizable tidal marsh as one travels up the Patuxent begins 0.4 miles upstream at the mouth of Back Channel, where Scotchmans Hole was sounded in 1814 by Commodore Joshua Barney’s son.  He was surveying the river to determine extent of navigability.  In 1979 soundings indicated a depth of still over 30 feet.  While most 19th century maps horribly misplaced the Patuxent channel(s), several very detailed 1770s property plats by famed German surveyor J.F.A. Priggs on the east side and 1818 and 1836 Hill family plats on the west side reveal that two Patuxent channels of roughly equal size existed during that period from Scotchmans Hole nearly two miles upstream….the current channel and Back Channel's western branch. 

2.  The 46 mile stretch of the tidal Patuxent below here has only ever been spanned by bridges in four locations:  near Solomons in 1977, at Benedict in 1951, the Chesapeake Beach Railroad from 1898 to 1935 and here at Hills Bridge.  W.B. Hill constructed his toll bridge here in 1854.  A new span was built here in 1990 by the state, reportedly knowingly damaging or destroying one of the 18 War of 1812 American ships sunk in the Patuxent.

3.  Incorrectly identified on some older maps as “Mill Creek”, Galloway Creek now flows into this tidal estuary, apparently having abandoned its older channel to the south many years ago.  The 610 acres from Rt. 4 to Pig Point were acquired in 2001 for 4.3 million dollars to be part of Anne Arundel County’s Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary as the Glendening Preserve.

4. Hills or Green Landing once saw ocean-going ships and 500-ton, 60 foot steamboats drawing 12 feet of water.  Pilings are still visible.  It was the head of navigation by such boats until its final, silt-laden demise in 1885.  By 1979, depths were about 10 feet.  This site was called Hills Landing after its 1855 purchase by W.B. Hill.  William Weems operated a store here in the 1750’s.  The Marlboro Hunt Club has operated since 1880 tin the 1855 lodge here.

5.  The relatively short-lived “Burlington Wharf” was located here on the 1861 Martenet map.

6.  The original land grant here was Wrighton, 1659, bordered on the north by the Allens Purchase part of the large Anne Arundel Manor (His Lordships Manor).

7.  Western Branch was dredged as early as 1759 with funds raised by a lottery held by the town of Upper Marlboro in an unsuccessful attempt to stave off siltation.  Western Branch was also called Charles Branch and Billingsley Branch in the 1600’s.  From the late 1600’s to mid 1700’s, horses pulled barges along Western Branch to Upper Marlboro.  Western Branch, 23 miles long, begins in the eastern part of Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt.  About 27% of the entire Patuxent watershed is within Prince Georges County, more than any other county. Howard, with 21%, is next, and contains the bulk of the other two large tributaries, the Little and Middle Patuxent Rivers.

8.  Southern Maryland has had the Mid-Atlantic’s largest Great Blue Heron rookery, with over 1,000 nests within a few acres.  Small rookeries were begun in the early 1990’s along Western Branch.

9.  This is perhaps Maryland’s second largest eastern red cedar and is the largest evergreen tree on this stretch of the Patuxent, measuring over 11 feet in circumference.

10.  Original land grant, Mussell Shell, in 1671, from Lord Baltimore to John Bigger, an indentured servant whose son, Col. John Bigger, was instrumental in the overthrow of Lord Baltimore in the 1689 Protestant Revolution.

11.  Original land grant, Dear Bought, in 1665 to Thomas Trueman.
12.  Original land grant, Cuckolds Point, in 1671 to Ninian Beall.
13.  Original land grant, Brook Hill, in 1664 to Baker Brooke.

14.  In 1950, 86,000 people lived in the Patuxent River watershed.  By 1990, that number was about 491,000.  By 2020, it was expected to be 757,000.  Discounting immigration, that would be as if every single adult and child in 1950 got married and was responsible for 17 offspring from each couple within a single 70 year normal lifespan!
Treated sewage effluent such as that discharged here can account for 60% of the Patuxent’s entire flow as it enters its tidal portion during summer.  The 1985 Maryland phosphate ban saw a rapid 25% decline of the phosphorous in the river downstream at Lower Marlboro and 50% decline upstream just above Queen Anne in 1990.  Nitrogen removal lagged until the 1991 conversion of this large plant which accounts for over one half of the effluent entering the Patuxent.

15.  This site is probably the “30 square foot graveyard” from the late 1600’s, including the grave of Col. Thomas Hollyday who died in 1703.

16.  Billingsley Point.  The original 700 acre grant in 1662 granted to Maj. John Billingsley in return for transporting 14 servants was roughly bordered by the Patuxent River, Western Branch almost to Route 301, and Marlboro Pike almost to Old Crain Highway.  In 1687 the land was acquired by Col. Thomas Hollyday, the first Chief Justice in 1696 of the Prince Georges County Court across Western Branch at Charles Town.  In 1692 he built a wooden house here, the remains of which were likely detected by archaeologists in 1999 just southeast of the present house.  Until then, official county documents identified the current house as the oldest in the county (1692).  It was actually built in 1740.  

On April 20, 1696, a certificate from William III, King of England, to Thomas Hollyday, et al., asks Hollyday and his fellow justices to “enquire of all manner of Fellonies, Witchcrafts, Inchantments, Soceries, Magick Arts...Extortations....provided you proceed not in any of the cases aforesaid to take life or member.”  This may have been a response to the execution for witchcraft of Mt. Calvert's Rebecca Fowler in 1685.

The Weems family acquired the tract in 1740 and remained until 1841.  Totalling 1,069 acres by 1798, Billingsley Point included “31 slaves, a meat house, milk house, corn house, stable house, five negro houses, five tobacco barns, and a log overseer’s house.” In 1990, these 430 acres, including all (unlike numerous maps' depictions to this day) of the adjacent marsh land between Billingsley Point and the Patuxent/ Western Branch, were acquired by the State of Maryland for five million dollars, and has been administered by the Md.-Nat’l. Capital Park & Planning Commission.

17.  “As we opened the reach above Pig Point, I plainly discovered Commodore Barney’s broad pendent in the headmost vessel, a large sloop, and remainder of the Flotilla extending in a long line astern of her.  Our boats now advanced toward them as rapidly as possible, but on nearing them we observed the sloop to be on fire, and she very soon afterward blew up.  I now saw clearly that they were all abandoned and on fire with trains to their magazines and out of the 17 vessels which composed this formidable and so much vaunted Flotilla, 16 were in quick succession blown to atoms, and the 17th, in which the fire had not taken, was captured.  I found laying above the Flotilla under its protection 13 merchant schooners, some of which not being worth bringing away I caused to be burnt.  Such as were in good condition I directed to be moved to Pig Pt.” (Admiral Cockburn of the British Navy, writing about the site he saw from this location on the morning of August 22, 1814.)

Commodore Joshua Barney, one of Maryland’s greatest wartime heroes, deliberately set his 17 ship “U.S. Chesapeake Flotilla” afire under orders of the US Secretary of the Navy to preclude capture by the 40-ship, 4,000 man force of the British in the War of 1812.  The ships remain under at least five feet of silt in most cases beneath the Patuxent today from roughly here 3 miles upriver to the former Spyglass (Tinicum or Snake) Island.  The flagship “Scorpion” was located and investigated in 1979 by the team of Donald Shomette, Ralph Eshelman, and Fred Hopkins.  The boats were light-draft gunboats and barges manned by 500 men assembled with little federal or state assistance by Barney, who had engaged more British ships than John Paul Jones but was lesser known.  Barney would die largely forgotten two years later from wounds from the Battle of Bladensburg.  His campaign of harassing the British on the Patuxent in the summer of 1814 was valiant, as was his militia’s defense of Washington, D.C. at Bladensburg in contrast to other U.S. forces there.

Washington, D.C. would eventually recover from the burning by the British three days after they left here, but the Patuxent River valley never really did.  The one and a half million dollars of damage (in 1814 dollars) done by the ransacking British coupled with tobacco’s ongoing destruction of soil fertility initiated the eventual end of the glory days of the Patuxent.  Calvert County’s population in 1950 was essentially no larger than it had been in 1790.

18.  Pig Point, by 1696 a ferry landing here by that name, became a thriving seaport in the first decade or two of the 1700’s.  The name could not have originally derived from the low-grade “pig iron” shipped downriver from the sole possible source (Snowden's Iron Furnace's in today's Patuxent Research Refuge) to markets such as Canada’s St. Lawrence River valley, since Snowden’s furnace began operation only in the 1730’s.  “Pigg Point”, so named, was authorized in the Maryland General Assembly Proceedings of April 1-26, 1684 (“…there be a towne upon (in late medieval English, this could mean "opposite") Mount Calvert in Patuxent River”) and again in 1707.  By 1696 according to Louise Hienton’s Prince George’s Heritage book and other sources, a ferry operated to Mt. Calvert (Charles Town).   The name Bristol for the village nearly two miles inland appears in documents as early as 1734; "Bristol Landing" was commonly used for the Pig Point wharves.

At Pig Point (Bristol Landing) by 1747 was a tobacco inspection station; the sizable town in the 1800’s featured a cannery, lumber mill, grainery, fishery, churches, and steamboat traffic. An early Maryland horse racing track was in operation at least by 1755, probably much earlier in the century.  A store in 1764 advertised East Indian, European, and Caribbean goods.  From 1885 to 1907 this was the head of steamboat navigation on the Patuxent. By 1865, a county wharf and Weems line steamboat wharf (pilings still visible) existed, but only 14 buildings remained in 1878.

A turning basin at Pig Point was dredged in 1888-91 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, who returned in 1904 to dredge a 10 foot deep, 4500-foot long channel with the turning basin 140 feet wide.  In 1907 the Corps decided that further dredging work was not worthwhile due in part to the rate of siltation.  Steamboats visited occasionally for the next decade, then not at all.  From before the Civil War until the early 2000’s the Greenwells lived at Pig Point.  Until the mid-1900’s Jimmie and Edna Greenwell were well-known for booking pole pushers for rail hunters, and Edna picked birds for a few cents each.

19.  “On approaching Pig Point where the Enemy’s Flotilla [is] said to be I landed the Marines under Captain Robyns on the left [east] bank of the River, and directed him to march round and attack on the Land side the Town situated on the point, to draw from us the attention of such Troops as might be there for its defence” (G. Cockburn, Rear Admiral, British Navy)  Colonial snipers fired at the British ships from these bluffs:  “Some Horse men shewed themselves on the neighboring Heights but a Rocket or two dispense them, and Captain Robyns who had got possession of Pig Point without Resistance, now spreading his men through the Country, the Enemy retreated to a distance and left us in quiet Possession of the Town, the Neighborhood, and our Prizes” (including “a large quantity of tobacco.”).

20.  Admiral Cockburn of the British Navy wrote the above passages about “the complete destruction of this Flotilla of the Enemy which has lately occupied so much of our attention” in a letter while “On Board the Resolution Tender off Mount Calvert Monday night 22 Aug 1814.”  Deepest water depth here is 45 feet.

21.  Mt. Calvert.  Charles Towne.  The area’s most strategic location received the region’s first land grant, Mt. Calvert, in 1657, for 1000 acres extending from Charles Branch to roughly Swann Point Creek to about present-day Duvall Road from Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, to his nephew Phillip Calvert who would become the third Lord Baltimore and whose lead-lined coffin was rediscovered and examined at St. Mary’s City in the 1990’s.  The site was defended from raiding Susquehannock Indians by “Calvert Rangers” headquartered at Mt. Calvert.  A smallpox epidemic wiped out half of the Susquehanna valley-based tribe in 1661.  As Calvert County’s wilderness at the time extended 70 miles upriver, Mt. Calvert was to administer and govern upper Calvert County.

In the 1680’s a town became established here, officially called Charles Towne in 1683.  In 1696 it became the county seat of the newly created Prince Georges County, carved out of Calvert County’s lands on the west side of the river.  The town featured five London tobacco merchants,  a courthouse, a church, two taverns, inns, a dozen stores, an arsenal, a whipping post, a pillory, stocks, a jail, a ferry, and a customs house (the town was a Maryland Port of Entry.)  In 1721 Upper Marlborough became the county seat, and Charles Towne quickly faded as a population center.  In the 1780s the main block of the existing house was built by John Brown and is the only surviving building.  The kitchen wing was added in the 1860’s by War of 1812 Captain John Brookes, owner of Upper Marlborough’s hotel which burnt in 1853.  Brookes’ plantation included hundreds of fruit trees, a mill house, and barns sufficient to cure 70,000 pounds of tobacco.  Mt. Calvert was acquired for $1.2 million in 1995 by the Md.-Nat'l. Capital Park & Planning Commission (M-NCPPC).

22.  The Chesapeake Beach Railway, “created at a cost of one million dollars by the man who made Colorado famous... at Chesapeake Beach you will find a mile-long steamship pier with miniature train, dance pavilion, carousel, band shell, 1600 foot boardwalk, $40,000 casino, two hotels, $60,000 clubhouse, and a scenic railroad (roller coaster) over water” (from an advertisement for opening day of the railroad, June 9, 1900, attended by 4,000 arriving at Chesapeake Beach by this train route and 1,000 by boat.)  Regular fares were 25 cents weekdays and 50 cents weekends from D.C. to the Bay.

Russian-born Otto Mears built by 1889 Colorado’s steepest and “most crooked” railroad, the spectacular Silverton Railroad in the Red Mountain area and by 1892 the magnificent Rio Grande Southern Railroad between Durango and Ridgway, Colorado.  He then turned his attention to building a Washington, D.C. resort on the Chesapeake to be called “Colorado Beach” (the name did not stick.)  Plans calling for a great drawbridge to span the Patuxent here as well as a large generating plant here on the east banks of the Patuxent adjoining the railway did not materialize, but the largest single-span plate girder bridge in the country was built.  By December 1898 Mears had completed with Charles Popper the railway as far as Mt. Calvert, with a 13-car siding and passenger shelter there.  The 183 foot plate girder center pivot swing draw-span, 774 feet in total length, crossing the Patuxent was nearly completed by October 1898 and operable by May 1899.

The railway company had first applied to the state Board of Public Works in 1892 for the bridge permit.  Residents of Anne Arundel County, primarily the Pig Point area, petitioned the Board to move the bridge upriver from their community, saying that the bridge “may render useless the work of deepening the channel of the river lately in progress by the authority of Congress and make transportation of our products to the markets of Baltimore more expensive because of the unwillingness of shippers to permit their vessels to pass through a drawbridge...disastrous consequences.”  Signatories included Sunderland, Whittington, Greenwell, Owens, Hill, Griffith, Wayson, Drury, and other prominent local families.  The Weems steamship line called twice weekly at Pig Point, including passenger service.  The Board, in 1892, required the railway company to make the draw at least 80 feet wide between fenders and have “sufficient force on hand to work the draw at all times and open and construct a first-class wagon road, of not less than 40 feet in width, from the nearest point of Bristol road to the railroad bridge, to be used as a public highway.”

The center pivot support remains in mid-river.  After the highest pre-Sept. 2003 tidal surge ever recorded here, the unnamed August 1933 hurricane, and after the last train on April 15, 1935, the Patuxent River’s bridge was dismantled by a California-based Japanese-owned company which delivered scrap metal to Japan.  The metal may have been “returned’  to the U.S. at Pearl Harbor.  The railway east of the Patuxent climbed 80 feet to Pindell Station (traces of which remain across the street from traces of the Armiger’s Pindell Cheap Cash and Carry store).  Rail tie patterns are still easily visible in places as are the ubiquitous “clinkers” (burnt coal).   The railway then descended to a nearly one-third-mile long wooden trestle across Lyons Creek lowlands (the concrete trestle supports from 1931 still remain there.)

23.  Pennsylvania Junction.  The 1898 Chesapeake Beach railway bridge over the Popes Creek Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad (later Penn Central and Conrail) was 262 feet long.  A railway-era bridge still stands on Curtis Road just west of this junction.

24.  The 1898 Chesapeake Beach railway bridge at Horse Tavern Branch (“Charles Branch swamp”) was 91 feet long and at Charles Branch 136 feet long.

25.  The Glebe Club, the Italian Fishing Club caretaker’s house (Pasquale Cestone’s brick house, 1905), the Italian Hunt Club, and McClure (Jackson) Hunt Club are lined up north to south along the river bluffs.  Babe Ruth, Teddy Roosevelt, and other lesser-known hunters were attracted to the marshes here from Hills Bridge to Nottingham by the presence of the robin-sized Sora Rail.  Two hunters killed 1,225 over two days in 1881 on the Chesapeake; the birds are no longer common.  Sora Rail were hunted from a narrow, flat-bottom boat pushed by pole through the marsh at high tide by a hired “pusher”, with the gunner standing in the bow.  Hunters would often  disembark at the Mt. Calvert stop on the Chesapeake Beach railroad.  Pig Point was the center of activity for hiring pushers, though as far south as Yellow Bank Landing the Whittingtons were also active pushers, as was Leroy Harper (#54 below.)

The hunt clubs thrived from the late 1890’s (1905 for the Italian Fishing Club) into the 1940’s before overhunting, sediment-clogged channels, sediment-triggered wild rice decline, and loss of habitat in South American wintering grounds and here caused precipitous drops in the birds’ numbers.  For 20 years, however, into the 1950’s, Alonzo Decker of Baltimore’s Black & Decker tool company persisted in bringing hunters in search of the remaining birds each autumn in his 83-foot yacht to his anchorage off of Mt. Calvert or off River Farm Pt. (Sunderland' Landing), camping in a large tent on both points.  Black and Decker and also Davison Chemical company executives would visit the Sunderlands at the River Farm for sora rail hunting and drift netting (“shad nets.”)

Author and researcher Brooke Meanley studied this decline in Sora Rail populations here from the 1930’s to the 1990’s, particularly in “Reed Marsh” opposite Selby Landing (# 35 below) where Bristol / Pig Point’s William (Billy) Windsor was an active pusher for the sora rail hunters here, and said that baseball players Al Kaline and Ted Williams would often come down in the early mornings in September to hunt sora rail (and return in the afternoon if their game with the Senators was rained out.) 
  
 Patuxent River Park long-time naturalist Greg Kearns’ 1980’s and 1990’s autumn trapping and banding program has more than augmented Meanley’s research.  The hunting boat “pushers are real characters.  Usually born and raised along the river, they know every ditch, slough, and foot of marsh.”  (Percy Blog, There are no Dull Dark Days, 1944.)  A rail hunting display can be visited at the McClure Gun Club (now housing Patuxent River Park offices); the hunter’s lockers with nameplates remain on the top level.

26.  Sediment cores taken here by Humaira Khan of Johns Hopkins University in 1990 showed that this area was under shallow water since at least circa 1100, when an increase in oak and pine pollen may have reflected the Medieval warming period.  Sedimentation rates from the cores increased rapidly in the 1830’s, coinciding with the massive denuding of forests upriver for agriculture.  Sediment rates peaked during railroad construction in the 1890’s, declined along with agriculture in the watershed in the 1900’s, then increased to record rates with watershed urbanization, including the planned city of Columbia, in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  Damaging sedimentation in 1972 was about twice the normal due to Tropical Storm Agnes’ effect on the ravaged watershed.  The sediment cores showed an almost complete collapse of the submerged aquatic vegetation population from 1950 to 1972 with some recovery beginning in the 1990’s in this section of the Patuxent according to Chesapeake Bay Foundation Education Director, author, and researcher John Page Williams.  

The marshes from here northward to Pig Point and adjoining lands were named “Glebe”, as they were acquired in 1719 by St. James Parish via the 1695 will of Nicholas Terratt. St. James sold their "glebe land" for $2,500 in 1816 to Rezin Estep, the first postmaster at Pig Pt., 1807-1846.  The approximate original 1985 Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary of  215 acres bordered on the south by Two Run Branch was included in this glebe land and was briefly owned in 1924-25 by the Jay Bird Island Rod and Gun Club (or Jay Bird Gun and Rod Club), J. P. Noonan, president.  From 1914 to 1924 it was owned by the Commonwealth Mining Co. of Arizona.

27.  The River Farm, home of the Sunderlands from the 1880’s to 1951, was the location of the Owens family residence from 1707 to 1752.  Richard Sunderland and Ralph and Ralph’s son “Buddy” (Ralph) Sunderland were well known rail bird hunters and pushers.  Trains nudging their cows, and steamboats finding a deep enough channel to anchor off shore were part of the farm’s lore in the early 1900’s.   Ralph Sr. built a two story structure on the steep river bluff, the bottom story facing the water and serving as a boathouse, the top story facing land and used to store corn.  Right after the Aug. 1933 hurricane, Ralph Sr. and his six year old son Buddy rowed over their barbed wire fences and harvested watermelons by tossing them into their boat. 

28. The name Jug Bay is not found in use or on any maps until the 1940’s.  The name may well have originated from the jug-like widening bulge in the river, though well into the first half of the 20th century, permanent marsh separated into Deep Creek (east) and the main Patuxent channel (west) what would come to be called Jug Bay.  The 1956-57 US Geological Survey field surveyor labeled "submerged marsh at high tide" in two places for the narrow strip in the south and south-center of Jug Bay and in northwest Jug Bay, but marked for deletion from the 1946 USGS map any marsh in the same narrow strip in the north-center of Jug Bay.....The strip of marsh in the center of Jug Bay (separating “Deep Creek” in eastern Jug Bay from the main channel) completely disappeared in the mid 1960’s, probably primarily during the March 7,1962 Nor’Easter (though a mud strip above water during a severe blow-out (northerly winds) is still visible today for nearly the length of Jug Bay.)

29.  Original land grant.  Bachellors Choice, 1699 to William Cole. A 20 year lease from Ephraim Gover, planter, to Abraham Perkinson, cordwinder (cordwainer or shoemaker), dated 1733 encompasses fifty-six acres of Bachelors Choice; the document is unusual because of the rent payments and an unclear title to the land. For the annual rent Perkinson agreed to provide "Six pair of Mens Strong Shoes, six pair of Womens Strong [shoes], four pair of Negroes Strong falls [shoes.]" Perkinson could substitute four pounds current money, if the shoes could not be furnished.

The property was resurveyed in 1797 as Patuxent Fisheries when 80 apple trees and 10 peach trees for making cider and brandy were present; the long straight southeast border of this parcel from 1668 remains the clearly visible raised berm property boundary today.   The 303 acre Jug Bay Farm (also called Rock Point Farm), comprised of most of Patuxent Fisheries, was acquired in 2004 by Anne Arundel County as part of Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary for 5.12 million dollars including the c. 1830 house.   The house was moved via rolling logs on dug-out “steps” on the hillside to its present location from 300 yards northeast where it was split from the still-present c. 1860 kitchen addition (servants’ quarters upstairs; an 1849 court petition references “slave John” at Patuxent Fishery.  The c. 1830 house is believed to have been built at the same time by the same craftsman (same shipwright and house carpenter) as the nearby Armiger and Owens houses on Pindell (then Blueshirt) Road; the linked passage/pantry between the twin chimneys is a rather unique feature.  Janet Owens would become the first female Anne Arundel County Executive, 1998-2007.  

Emory Landing is at the extreme north end of the Jug Bay Farm.  Jug Bay Farm co-owner Jack Riggleman talked fondly of Emory Waters, 1875-c. 1950 (his two-story house on a half acre just southwest of Pindell Station burned in the 1960’s according to Jack’s nephew Ken.)  Emory would use an ingenious pulley set-up while logging here, grasping the tree with his knees in order to climb up a tree six inches at a time.   “He knew a better way to do most everything.”  The likely son of an enslaved couple, he made a living working the tobacco fields, logging, and as a waterman.   Buddy Sunderland said that “Emory Waters would make all the tobacco hanging pieces of wood for the barn in the winter, help kill and pick geese (up to 100 each holiday season sold to Annapolis and to Eastern Market in D.C.))"  Jug Bay Farm owner from 1942 John Riggleman (with wife Grace) would never let loggers within 100 feet of the river…”They’re the people’s trees”, he would say.  He also, around 1974, instituted a policy of no tobacco and minimum tillage, and worked in the early 1980’s to keep the Dodson’s planned Jug Bay trailer park proposal from becoming reality; via condemnation proceedings, Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary’s original parcel would be created.

Croom Airport (# 34 below) functioned across Jug Bay from 1941 to 1956.  During that time there were no fatalities, but Jack recalled an emergency landing in their field in the 1950’s.  He ran out to see a military two-seater training plane (a Piper Cub  fabric bi-plane “tail-dragger”) and the pilot with his ear caught in the plexiglass window.  Jack said “Don’t move” to the pilot (who had already lost a finger) and, smelling gas, ran to (successfully) get help.  At the southern end of the Jug Bay Farm near the mouth of Hardwick Branch, Buddy Sunderland spoke of a still for “white lightening” during the prohibition era. It was this southern end of Deep Creek off of the mouth of Hardwick Branch where, in waters up to ten feet deep, a fifty foot boat would anchor in the 1950’s for sora rail hunting.

The Patuxent Fishery property, as it was called at least since the 1790s, was largely owned until 1942 by Russell Anderson whose daughter Mildred married neighbor Buddy Sunderland.   Russell and his family for a time originally lived in a house just inside the current Pindell Bluff Trail’s first major bend (600 yards west of Pindell Station) where remains are visible today. 

30.  The copper sheathed merchant sloop Lafayette sunk by grinding river ice in late January 1855 while moored between Mt. Calvert and Half Pone Landing.  The crew was ashore at Pig Point.  Carrying plaster and cloverseed to Green Landing, conjecture has contributed the name Jug Bay to jugs found aboard various ships in large number during that period.  This conjecture is highly unlikely due to nearly a hundred years elapsing before common usage of the name Jug Bay. 

31.  Original land grant, Grammars Parrott to John Grammar in 1658, soon sold to William Parrott.  Early deeds refer to Hardwick Branch as Beaverdam Creek; some out-of-date maps misname it as Deep Creek, which has always instead been the name for the tidal channel hugging the eastern and southern shores of Jug Bay proper.   

Most of the settlers in this area of southernmost Anne Arundel and northernmost Calvert Counties were Puritans migrating southwest from the Severn and South Rivers area of Anne Arundel.  South of Lyons Creek and west of the Patuxent, Calvert County contained settlers who instead came up the Patuxent from the south.  Both counties were created in 1650, though Calvert was called either Charles or Patuxent County for its first eight years.  This area along present day Mallard Lane east to and including its junction with Lower Pindell Rd. was called Blueshirt or Blueshirt Neck from at least 1796.

32.  Swann Point bar near Half Pone Landing was dredged in 1889-90 by the Corps of Engineers to clear a channel 12 to 13 feet deep at low tide.

33.  Original land grant, Leith, to James Moore in 1681.  The deep road cut running northwest to southeast across Old House Creek here was the route of the 1814 road used on August 22 and 26-27 of that year to march to and from Nottingham and Upper Marlborough, as shown clearly on “a sketch by D. Evans” of the British army of that area plus Pig Point.  The road followed present day Fenno and Duvall Roads and the short north-south part of Croom Airport Rd. south of the Duvall Road corner.  See #45 below.

34.  Columbia Air Center (Riverside Field, Croom Airport) functioned as the first (1941, John Greene) African-American-owned and operated airfield on the Eastern seaboard from 1941 to 1956.  In 1941 it was the only one in the U.S.   After the U.S. Navy occupied the field for training during the war, John Greene reopened the field as “Columbia Air Center”, with a flying school and, later, air shows, sky-diving, and parachuting.  Hangars, the office, and, later ,a one-third-mile long motorcycle track were located in the northwest corner of the current square field area.  Also present were eight runways and a charter service.  In 1958 it became the first parcel acquired for Patuxent River Park.  Jack Riggleman across Jug Bay recalled often hearing the racing on the motorcycle track, its banked curves still visible in the northwest (now wooded) part of the Columbia Air Center, and that parachutists had to be rescued from Reed (Selby’s) Marsh at the southern end of Jug Bay. 

35.  Selby Landing.  On March 1, 1774, the Peggy Stuart set off from here on its last round- trip voyage, bound straight for London with Southern Maryland tobacco.  Upon returning to Maryland, the ship was burned in the Annapolis version of the Boston Tea Party for violation of the colonists’ no-importation boycott of certain British goods in protest of King George's taxes.

36.  Original land grant, Essex Lodge, to Peter Archer in 1670.

37.  Wreck of the Peter Cooper, July 19, 1887, with the bow still visible at extreme low tide c. 1990, pointing southwest.  The stern of the 110-foot steam-powered scow rests on the bottom of the 25 to 30-foot deep channel.  The ship caught fire near the mouth of Lyons Creek, and apparently drifted to this location before sinking, or was towed here to remove it from navigation routes into and near Lyons Creek.

John Smith of the Jamestown, Virginia colony was the first white man to explore this area.  In 1608 he sailed about this far upriver (he appeared to have mapped the river just a little north of Lyons Creek) and field surveyed his remarkably accurate map, including native American village locations.  Here he found “the people called Mattapanient” amidst “plaine wilderness as God first made it.” 

38.  American’s oldest known small boat wreck, discovered accidentally in 1974 halfway between here and the river during dredging for a private boat dock on the Calvert County side of Lyons Creek.  The 17 to 25 foot “clinker” rests in five feet of water but under six to ten feet further of sediment.  Sunk in all likelihood between 1680 and 1720, the ship carried at least 40 cannonballs weighing over 600 pounds and other munitions, perhaps in response to calls for such supplies that went out during the warfare of the 1689 Protestant Revolution in Maryland.  Both iron and wooden “treenails” used in the boat’s construction were found.  In 1990 Robert Neyland from Texas A&M University completed a 213-page Masters thesis on this topic and site.  By 1949, only one home remained on tidal Lyons Creek.

39.  Original land grant, Lyons Creek, 1671, to Henry Cox.

40.  On the top of the bluff, a possible military site, with a 75 to 100 foot area of mounds and remains.  See #38 above.  

41.  Lyons Creek Wharf.  Ferry landing as early as 1673.  Silica mines here beginning at least since the Civil War.  Miners here rescued the crew of the burning Peter Cooper in 1883.  The Maryland Silica Company operated here in 1909.  This was the northernmost steamboat wharf on the river from 1907 to 1921, when siltation reduced steamer traffic to weekends only, and then shortly thereafter to none at all.  Silica mining attempts here continued until the 1950’s.

42.  Bald Eagles returned to nest in this part of the Patuxent valley in 1990, with a new nest along Mataponi Creek.  In 1977, only 39 pairs of Eagles nested in Maryland.  DDT was banned in 1972.  By 1992, 152 pairs were present in Maryland.

43.  “My friends and I had worked hard to enter the Mataponi Creek community, to be part of it for a day.  We were looking at everything: tides, bottom contours, marsh stubble, temperature, salinity, birds, small fish, large fish, plankton, humans.  We were there to see if winter had changed the creek dramatically.  We knew that the bluebirds were courting, that the waterfowl were getting ready to head for the Canadian tundra and prairies, and that the yellowlegs had just come in from South America.  They do these things every year, but that fact doesn’t blunt the value of the achievements, or the sense of wonder they evoke in the observer.  We were ‘being in tune with the river.’  Something deep inside was resonating with Mataponi.  Today, much of the creek’s watershed has reverted to forest, and at times even when heavy rains cloud the main stem of the Patuxent, Mataponi will run clear.  It is always a shock for us, the  upper portion of the creek, which feels very wild, to realize that we are less than 20 miles from the U.S. Capitol.” (John Page Williams, Exploring the Chesapeake in Small Boats (Centreville, MD.: Tidewater Publishers, 1992; quote used by permission of the author.)  Mataponi was called Brookes Creek at times in the colonial period.

44.  Original land grant, Brooke Discovery, to Thomas Brooke.  Thomas Brooke amassed one of the largest landholdings in the area, extending 11 miles westward to TB, MD near the present intersection of Rt. 301 and Rt. 5.  A boundary stone there with his initials engraved in it gave rise to the name of the town.

45.  This deep road cut here lends evidence as to the age of this Nottingham-Marlboro road, now named Fenno Road after the family which moved here from and remained until the 2000’s in the house just to the east.  On August 22, 1814, some of the British land forces under General Ross, numbering about 4,000, marched up this road to rendezvous that afternoon in Upper Marboro with Admiral Cockburn’s naval forces marching over from the Pig Point area en route to sacking Washington, D.C. August 24-25.  By August 27 some of the forces were marching back down this road to Nottingham.

46.  Original land grant, Exchange, in 1665 to John Bogue, a prominent Puritan who lived at Patuxent Manor in Lower Marlboro.

47.  Original land grant, Archer Hays, 600 acres, to Peter Archer, a Quaker, in 1666.

48.  Archer Hays, a house built 1860-1880, by John K. and Eliza Pumphrey.  The 600-plus page 1981 Patuxent River Submerged Cultural Resource Survey by Don Shomette and Ralph Eshelman documents the discovery in 1977-78 at the base of the cliffs here in mud under three to four feet of water of seven pistols manufactured between 1790 and 1880.  Supposition is that the pistols were hidden during the Civil War during attempts to disarm citizens of Calvert County, predominantly Confederate sympathizers. 

49.  Fischer Landing was in this vicinity, where the Pumphreys operated a fishery beginning in the 1850’s.  John K. Pumphrey owned much of the west side of the river just north of Selby’s Landing at least by 1878.

50.  A valiant Patuxent River Sora Rail skiff pusher, John Howard, lost his life here about 1950.  The pusher pulled his hunter back up onto their capsized skiff before drowning in the freezing water.

51.  Long Wharf.  Edgar Merkle, who reintroduced Canada geese to the Western Shore of the Chesapeake in 1932, for years operated a bird-banding operation here.

52.  Yellow Bank Farm, owned by Joseph Wilson and John Briscoe before 1885 and home of D. Ashby Owings from 1885 to 1906.  Purchased by Clarence Whittington in 1917 for $5,500 for 351 acres.  He and his sons Clifton and Raymond Whittington were amongst the best known rail hunters and pushers in the mid-1900’s, and assisted Edgar Merkle.  The Whittington family also owned Archer Hays until 1969 when they sold it to Shores of Calvert subdivision developers.

53.  Plymouth Point, named so by the Merkle family after they abandoned their 1946 Plymouth right off the end into the Patuxent River.

54.  Until the late 1990’s, the home of a well-known mid-1900’s Sora Rail hunting pusher, Leroy Harper.

55.  Original land grant, Turners Pasture, 500 acres to Robert Turner in 1668.  Owned by James Owens beginning 1864, 335 acres of this waterfront tract were sold by David Briscoe and James Monroe to John Armiger in 1903 for $1,080.

56.  Original land grant, Govers Meadows, to Ephraim Govers in 1684.

57.  Ferry Landing Woods’ developer here destroyed the only Bald Eagle nest left in this region of the Patuxent in 1977 despite markings and warnings from the state.  The developer strongly resisted the state’s eventually successful attempt to preserve 13 lots close to the river for incorporation into Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary.  Public access right-of-ways to this part of the Sanctuary's public land exist off the end of Buckboard Lane, Landing Lane, and Deer Trail Drive, with the latter providing access to a view of Eagle Lake and the white-blazed Kaylorite Mine Trail.  In 1994 the state excavated at the ”OP” location on the Kaylorite Mine Trail an earthen terrace for close-up viewing of the unusual exposed whitish diatomaceous earth band in the old mine cliff.

58.  Conjecture holds that this location served as a lookout during the War of 1812, giving name to the creek below which earlier was referred to as Patuxent Creek.

59.  Lookout Creek’s boundary ditches-mounds, built in 1733, one of the best remaining examples of the earthen ditch and mound structures used to mark boundaries in colonial periods.   It is conceivable that the one here contain burials of enslaved persons somewhere over its two-thirds of a mile length. 

60.  Structures, a house (torn down by the state c.1990), ruins, old roads, equipment, and excavations associated with mining of silica/diatomaceous earth/glauconite/greensand for use as filler for bank safes, a non-conducting covering for boilers and hot air pipes, a filter agent, and a soil conditioner.  As early as 1886, mining in the Ferry Landing area occurred.  In the mid-1900’s until at least 1965 Robert Kaylor was mining and processing “Kaylorite Natural Potash”, a “natural marine product” featuring pictures of sharks, lobsters, crabs, turtles, and sea horses on the bag and on a brochure with supporting quotes of the product’s value from the Scientific Monthly Pit and Quarry and the Guernsey Journal.  As early as 1910, barges at the Howes Creek pier (pilings still visible) shipped products out.  In 1994 and 1995, the state did a regrading and reforestation project on some of the northernmost mine site at the end of Landing Lane (signs of the original road leading to this site are still clearly visible on the slopes of Griffith Branch.)

61.  Original land grant, The Wedge, to Thomas Brooke in 1673.

62.  The breached Howes skating pond created by damming the tidal portion of Griffith Branch in the early 1900’s.

63.  Original land grant, Turners Place or Proprieter’s Gift to Robert Turner in 1665.
64.  Original land grant, The Prospect, to Thomas Brooke in 1695.

65.  Several shipwrecks explored and/or discovered in this stretch by the Shomette/Eshelman survey after a botched amateur recovery attempt in the 1950’s.  Their 1979 Windsor Beach research was possibly the first major excavation of an inundated aboriginal site in Maryland tidewater.

66. Original land grant, Twiver, to George Collins, 1673.

67. In July 1897, J. Howes leased to the Nottingham Ferry Company the right to construct a road across this marsh to a point opposite Nottingham.  Remains of the corduroy log road can still be seen at low tide.

68. Oldest one-room schoolhouse remaining in Prince George County.  School shown in this location on 1878 map.

69.  Nottingham, a region of 1,500 residents and one of Maryland’s six largest seaports by 1800, now home to less than 100 individuals.   Sunken “North Street” can be seen on the south edge of the Patuxent Riverkeeper/ one-room schoolhouse lot.  “Water Street” ran along the shore.   Soon after official creation by the Maryland Assembly in 1706 as a Port of Entry at the site of “Mattapany Landing” on Thomas Brooke’s “Prospect” tract, Nottingham quickly expanded.  A whipping post and pillory were present by 1716, an ordinary by 1727, enslaved persons were imported and sold, a tobacco inspection station existed from 1747 to 1853, stores sold European and East Indian goods arriving by ship, a public house existed by 1750, a large mercantile trading headquarters was present by 1772, and a popular horse-racing site developed.

The American Revolution saw some destruction by British naval raids and by Loyalists, who remained in the majority or large minority in Calvert and southern Prince Georges Counties throughout the War of 1812.  (Only six men showed when the Nottingham militia was called out for the War of 1812.)  George Washington stopped overnight at times using the popular ferry crossing to Ferry Landing begun in 1788 by Thomas Rose.  Between 1791 and 1801, 8,340 hogsheads of tobacco were exported from here.  

“On approaching the Town a few shot were exchanged between the leading Boats and some of the Enemy’s Cavalry, but the appearance of our army advancing caused them to retire with precipitation.  The Major General (Ross) remained with the Army at Nottingham and the Boats and Tenders continued anchored off it during the Night & soon after Daylight this morning the whole moved again forward, but the wind blowing during the morning down the River, and channel being excessively narrow, and the advance of our Tenders consequently Slow, I judged it advisable to push on with the Boats only, leaving the Tenders to follow as they could.”  (G. Cockburn Rear Adml., 1814).

During the War of 1812, Commander Joshua Barney’s Chesapeake flotilla in the summer of 1814 used Nottingham as a base for about seven weeks.  Barney retreated upriver just before the British forces on August 21 occupied the town and camped west of town for the night.  Secretary of State James Monroe with a 30-man scouting force, Thorton’s Alexandria Dragoons, entered town about half an hour before the first of the British forces, skirmished with both naval and ground forces (as described above), then successfully retreated as the British, moving artillery, had only four horses available.  British forces left behind at Nottingham could see Washington, D.C. burning on August 25-26.  Battered by a violent thunderstorm or series of thunderstorms, the British departed on August 30, 1814 en-route eventually to Baltimore, leaving Nottingham one of the only virtually unscathed Patuxent river towns.

The Patuxent’s first steamship, the Surprise, piloted by George Weems, began the Weems steamship line era, docking in Nottingham in 1819.  One Weems steamboat, the Patuxent,  built in 1827, was commandeered by northern forces during the Civil War who used enslaved people to operate it.  The boat spent most of the war “in repair” with “boiler problems” that never occurred otherwise before or after the war, leading credence to “creative tampering” theories. At least by 1878, the Weems line had warehouses which remained until the 1940’s on two piers just south of Market Street (now called Watershed Drive) from which pilings are still visible.  The river is at its narrowest at Nottingham for miles around, and steamship approaches to the pier were quite difficult.  The 15 to 18 foot deep river bottom here is uniquely covered with peaks and valleys of mud, apparently scoured by the strong tidal currents.

The town declined along with the rest of the Patuxent area and by 1878 three piers and only 24 buildings remained including a store and post office on Union Street just south of North Street, E. Plater’s store on the northeast corner of Union and Market Streets, and a temperance hall on the south side of Market Street about one-quarter of the way to Water Street (which ran along the river shore).  Nottingham Manor was built south of Market Street in 1901 shortly after a disastrous fire destroyed much of the town.  By 1908 the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey reported that “the town of Nottingham was formerly of considerable importance as a shipping point, but at the present time there is no business done here.  The town has one small country store which supplies a few goods and much bad whiskey to the neighboring population.  The majority of the houses are very old and rapidly falling into decay.”  The final demise as a town came in the 1930’s with cessation of steamboat operations. 

70.  Original land grant, Johnsons Farm.

71.  Long-time occupants of a Bald Eagle nest near here were forced to abandon their nest in 1993 due to development of a new subdivision.

72.  Original land grant, Stanleys Marsh, to Robert Stanley in 1681.

73.  Ferry Landing/Nottingham ferry operated beginning in 1788; pilings are still visible. 

74.  Identified as a "slave mound" on an old deed.

75.  Original land grant, Good Luck, to Benjamin Evans, 1688.
76.  Original land grant, The Farme, to George Collins, 1673.
77.  By the sunken old road, a red oak about 20 feet in circumference.

78.  Original land grant, Lands Land.  The land from Rattlesnake Branch to Hall Creek (called Lands Creek in colonial times) was sold by Thomas and Sarah Jones in 1876 to the Popplein Silicated Phosphate Fertilizer Company of Baltimore for $10,000 for 227 acres.

79.  Hog Creek and, in the late 1800’s (1878 Hopkins Atlas), Spring Creek, are old names for Tanyard/ Hotschkins Branch.

80.  Original land grant, Mansfield, to Thomas Truman, 1663.
81.  Original land grant, Red Hall.
82.  Original land grant, Halls Revenge.
83.  Original land grant, Halls Neglect.
84.  Original land grant, Bachellors Quarter
85.  Original land grant, Good Prospect.
86.  Original land grant, Smith Lott.
87.  Original land grant, Collins Comfort, all marsh land, to George Collins, 1681.

88.  Eagle perches and old growth along bluffs.  Graffiti on beech trees here dated 1889 and 1891.  An old farmhouse (collapsed in the 2000’s) and chicken coop, wells, and wharf, fence, and road remnants are the only signs of human habitation left south of Rattlesnake Branch in Hall Creek Wildlife Natural Resources Management area.

89.  Pond located here on 1938 map.

90.  Original land grant, Exchange, to John Bowlin and John King, 1663, including Bowling Landing.

91.  Spice Creek and Rock Creek are one and the same, despite both names being in use on most recent maps.  The name Rock Creek or alternately Deep Creek was applied to the entire stream until the 1800’s when the name Spice Creek came into usage.

92.  An advance British reconnaissance barge force and three-gun artillery unit from the 38th U.S. Infantry Regiment met near here in a brief skirmish in June 1814, 35 miles upriver from the mouth of the Patuxent at the Chesapeake Bay.

Primary authors and sources:  Donald Shomette/ Ralph Eshelman (The Patuxent River Submerged Cultural Resource Survey), Fred Hopkins, Laura Hienton, Ailene Hutchins, Patricia Melville, Jack and Jim Riggleman, Richard Dolesh, Kent Merkle, Greg Kearns, Bill Whittington, Buddy Sunderland, C.M. Hopkins 1878 atlas, Simon Martenet 1860-1 maps, John Smith, 1608 map, Ames Williams ( Ches. Beach Railway book), Charles Stein (History of Calvert Co.), David Holly, Jean Tierney, Chuck Howes, Donna Ware, Humaira Khan, Robert Neyland, Brooke Meanley (Patuxent River Wildrice Marshes), Eugene Meyer, Joe Leger, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, Maryland Archives, USGS, M-NCPPC History Division & Division of Interpretation and Conservation. 
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